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Twelve members of MSUM’s 
Minnesota State University 
Student Association chapter 
attended the “Invest Like It’s 
1999” rally for higher education 
at the Minnesota State Capitol on 
Feb. 13. 
Student rally day happens 
once every other year and is put 
on by Minnesota State College 
and University System. There 
are 400,000 students in the 
MnSCU system between seven 
four-year universities, Bemidji 
State University, Minnesota 
State University, Mankato, 
Metropolitan State University, St. 
Cloud State University, Southwest 
Minnesota State University, 
Winona State University and 
MSUM, and roughly 40 two-year 
colleges throughout the state. 
“The idea of the organization is 
that the students have a voice at 
the legislative level,” said Jessica 
Bernier, the MSUM MSUSA 
campus coordinator. “The 
point was to go and show our 
representatives that our students 
care about what they are doing, 




With M&Ms and faith, students 
are aiming to save lives in Africa.
Lutheran Campus Ministries 
is doing its part to 
raise awareness and 
money for victims 
of malaria.
“Every 60 seconds 
a child dies in Africa 
due to the fact of 
malaria,” said Steven Minderman, 
an anthropology sophomore. “It’s 
the most preventable disease out 
there, and all we need to do is get 
the money out there to them.”
Throughout the month of 
February, Lutheran Campus 
Ministries is tabling in the CMU, 
spreading the word 
to students and 
handing out tubes of 
M&Ms.
They said they 
hope students will 
bring the tubes back 
filled with change.
The students’ goal is to raise 
Students save lives 
with candy tubes
Malaria is a mosquito-
borne disease caused by 
a parasite. People with 
malaria often experience 
fever, chills, and flu-like 
illness.
‘Invest Like It’s 1999’
MSUSA members rally for higher education
MSUM students, along with students from other colleges around the state, rally at the capitol for higher education on Feb. 13.
decisions they are making, so that 
they keep that in mind when they 
are doing budgets this year.”
The rally’s theme “Invest Like 
It’s 1999” was chosen because 
the state has not increased state 
funding for higher education since 
1999. In the last 12 years, state 
funding has actually decreased by 
4.5 percent. 
For this budget cycle, MnSCU 
is requesting $97 million over 
the next 2 years; 35 percent from 
the state, 35 percent through 
efficiencies and 27 percent from 
students. 
“We realize we can’t put it 
all on the state,” Bernier said. 
“Students do need to take some 
portion of the increase, at the 





Many of us have big dreams 
of faraway lands for spring break. 
Many of us feel like those dreams 
will never be a reality due to our 
financial status. What if there was 
a magical network of strangers, 
willing to house poor college 
students? 
That network, or website, exists. 
Couchsurfing.com is a community 
of people from around the world 
either willing to house strangers 
at no cost, or surfers looking for a 
place to bunk. The couch surfers 
mission statement is: “We create 
inspiring experiences: cross-cultural 
encounters that are fun, engaging, 
and illuminating.”
Jessica Jasperson
First time couch surfer Jessica 
Jasperson’s heart pounded in her 
chest as she waited for a stranger to 
pick her up from the Seattle airport. 
When considering a vacation 
destination for fall breather the 
coffee lover and adventurist thought 
Seattle would be a perfect fit. The 
impromptu decision posed a major 
problem, Jasperson and her sister 
Carmella Jasperson didn’t have a 
place to stay. 
“I was freaking out because two 
weeks before our trip we didn’t 
have anywhere to stay. I was dead 
set on not paying money for a 
hotel,” Jessica said. 
Thirty year old Eva Gillespie was 
the solution they were looking for. 
She even picked up the two sisters 
from the airport.
Jaspersons’ mother was beside 
herself. Imagining the worst, tears 
filled her eyes as she learned the plan 
of her two 21-year-old daughters. 
“My mom said, ‘strangers 
don’t do that. They don’t just let 
people stay at their house, and they 
certainly don’t pick them up from 
the airport,’” Jessica said. 
In a panic, their mother even 
offered to pay for a hotel room. 
In an effort to settle her distraught 
mother, Jessica pulled up Gillespie’s 
couch surfing profile page and 
all the positive referrals she had 
accumulated. 
“On the phone when we were 
driving to Minneapolis, my mom 
said, ‘Well if nothing bad happens, 
I’ll have a lot more respect for 
humanity,’” Jessica said. 
Their mother has a reason to 
restore that faith. Within minutes of 
meeting, Gillepsie and the Jasperson 
sisters were engaged in intimate 
conversation. 
“Our personalities matched up a 
lot. Right when we got into the car 
we started talking about women’s 
rights and politics,” Jessica said. 
Gillespie’s home is in Shoreline, 
Wash., a suburb just 15 minutes 
outside the city. The four-bedroom 
house is in the perfect location for 
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Security Update  
Director of Public Safety 
Greg Lemke
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449
MSUM Briefs
2.08
Requested welfare check in 
Ballard, contact made-student 
OK.
 
Driving offense in the 600 block 
of 14th St. S, Moorhead Police 
Department responded. One 
non-student arrested for DWI 
and transported to jail.
2.09
Grease fire reported in Kise, 
Moorhead Fire Department 
responded and extinguished 
the fire.
 
Assist Moorhead Police 
Department in Grantham on 
complaint of a laser pointer.
2.10
Smoking violation outside Snarr, 
two referred to campus judicial.
 
Noise violation in Nelson, two 
referred to campus judicial.
 
Suspicious activity reported in 
Nelson, extra patrol requested 
by complainant.
2.11
Marijuana odor complaint in 
South Snarr, one referred to 
campus judicial.
2.12
Harassment report taken at 
Public Safety building, one 
referred to campus judicial.
Motor vehicle crash in G-2 Lot, 
Moorhead Police Department 
responded.
2.13 
Vehicle vandalism reported in 
G-11 Lot.
Assisted Moorhead Police 
Department at South Snarr 
attempting to serve a warrant.
World News
Safety Tip of the Week
uTip - Text a Tip
Did you know you can now send text messages to Public Safety? 
If you see something suspicious on campus text “MSUMTIP” and 
your message to 50911. A Public Safety employee will review your 
message and contact you if the situation calls for more information. 
See something? Say something!
World news from dailybeast.com MSUM briefs from Dragon Digest and submitted to advocate@mnstate.edu
Have a question about Public Safety? 
Submit your questions to 





2 - 3 p.m. Nemzek Noize 
meeting, CMU 204
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
Emerging Leaders 
conference, CMU 216
8 - 10 p.m. ASL bingo, 
CMU Ballroom
4:20 - 5:20 p.m. 
Sustainability meeting, 
HA 305
5 - 6:30 p.m. Colloquium 
John Hall, MA 274
3 - 9:45 p.m. Social for 
academic recognition, 
NZ 113
6 - 10 p.m. Basketball vs. 
University of Mary (ND)
4 -8 p.m. Fill the 
Fieldhouse; Basketball vs. 
Minot State (ND)
2.23
Pope supported at appearance
Say a little prayer for him. 
Pope Benedict XVI asked 
Catholics to pray for both him and 
his successor at his penultimate 
address at St. Peter’s Square in 
the Vatican on Sunday.
The crowd, which numbered 
more than 50,000 people, chanted 
“Long live the pope!” as the pope 
pleaded in Spanish for Catholics 
to “continue praying for me and 
the next pope.” 
He will not speak again until next 
Sunday. Meanwhile, oddsmakers 
are banking on the pope being 
from the developing world, with 
Cardinal Peter Turkson of Ghana 
currently coming in at 5-2 odds. 
Archbishop Angelo Scola from 
Italy has 7-2 odds, and Canadian 
Cardinal Marc Ouellet is currently 
standing at 5-1.
Seven foreigners kidnapped in 
Nigeria
Gunmen in Nigeria kidnapped 
seven foreigners at a Lebanese 
construction company in the 
northern city of Jama’are, police 
said. The abductees included a 
Briton, an Italian, a Greek and 
four Lebanese workers, including 
two women. 
No one has yet claimed 
responsibility for the raid, but 
the region has been plagued 
by kidnappings by Muslim 
extremists—and an al Qaeda-
linked group took responsibility 
for the kidnapping of a French 
national in December. 
Local police chief Mohammed 
Ladan said gunman attacked a 
prison overnight before storming 
the construction firm’s compound.
Obama, Tiger Woods play golf
Talk about an epic tee off. 
President Obama and Tiger 
Woods took to the green for 
their first golf outing together 
on Sunday at The Floridan Golf 
Club in Palm City, Florida.
Yesterday, Obama got some 
tips from Woods’ former coach, 
Butch Harmon, so hopefully 
he won’t embarass himself in 
front of the golfer who is 1-for-
1 in PGA Tour events so far this 
season. Tim Rosaforte of Golf 
Digest tweeted that this was a 
“historic day in golf.”
Danica Patrick wins historic 
race
Women are taking over the 
tracks. 
On Sunday, rookie driver 
Danica Patrick became the first 
woman to win the Daytona 500 
pole to qualify for the iconic race. 
She posted an impressive lap 
speed of 196.434 mph. 
“I’m proud of all the hard work 
that goes into making a pole car,” 
Patrick said after. “I’m happy 
for them (the team). It was a fast 
Chevy.” 
She even beat Jeff Gordon, 
who congratulated her, saying, 
“It’s great to be part of history. 
I can say I was the fastest guy 
today.”
MSUM cheer team wins 
national title
The MSUM cheer team was 
named the champions of the 
Wow Factor Sports Inc. Cheer 
and Dance competition last 
weekend in Minneapolis.
The team took first nationally 
in the All-Girl Division II and 
Division II group.
MSUM’s Summer Gilbert 
took first place in the Wow 
Factor Jump-Off.
The MSUM Parking Committee 
will be holding a campus-wide 
open forum Tuesday, Feb.26. The 
forum will be held for a full day, 
in two different locations. 
From 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. there 
will be a staffed table near the 
Dragon Cafe in Flora Frick and 
from 12 to 3 p.m. a staffed table 
in the commons area, near Subs 
and Sweets, in the CMU. 
The purpose of the open 
forum is to get feedback on 
proposed parking and permit 
changes for the 2013-14 school 
year. Those unable to attend are 
welcome to provide feedback by 
emailing parking@mnstate.edu 
or by calling the parking office at 
218.477.2675.
The proposed  are as follows; 
increase the cost of no zone permit 
from $204 to $250; increase the 
cost of General permit from $110 
to $120; increase permit cost from 
free to $10 for retired faculty/
staff permits, who are no longer 
working on campus; increase the 
cost of a day permit to $5 per 
day for over the counter sales at 
the parking office; and extend 
ticketing hours from 7 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. to 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Parking open forum 
scheduled for Feb. 26
Anthropology and earth 
science faculty, students attend 
conference
Michael Michlovic and George 
Holley of the anthropology 
and earth science department 
took four students to attend the 
2013 Council for Minnesota 
Archaeology conference Feb. 8 
and 9 at Inver Hills Community 
College. Holley presented a paper 
co-authored by Michlovic and 
Rinita Dalan on “Re-examining 
Plains Village Cultures in 
Minnesota.”
MSUM will offer 11 Learning 
Communities for the 2013-
2014 academic year. Learning 
Communities offer first-year 
students a chance to connect with 
other students through sharing 
living space and classes. In 
addition, students are connected 
with faculty and a Dragon Mentor, 
an undergraduate student who 
lives on their residence hall floor 
and offers academic guidance.
This year, faculty are invited 
to nominate students who may 
be a successful Dragon Mentor. 
Nominations will be accepted 
for Dragon Mentors for the 
following communities: art 
and art education; biosciences 
and chemistry; diversity and 
inclusion; education; exploration; 
film; graphic communications/
music/theatre; honors; leadership; 
technology; SLHS.
For complete descriptions of 
Learning Communities, visit the 
Learning Communities website.
If you know a student who 
demonstrates academic excellence 
and leadership, nominate him or 
her. The nomination for can be 
submitted online and the deadline 
is March 1.
Contact Jeanne Hettich at 
hettichje@mnstate.edu with any 
questions.
Nominate leaders
MSUM professor Emeritus 
Timothy Ray, who taught for 27 
years in the department of art and 
design died on Saturday, Feb. 
9, following a four-year battle 
with cancer. Ray was a dedicated 
artist, devoted colleague and an 
inspirational teacher.
He was one of the faculty 
instrumental in developing the 
curriculum of study for the current 
baccalaureate programs in the 
department. He was a tremendous 
artist who was deeply committed 
to the development of his creative 
work; the legacy he created in those 
works will continue to bring joy 
and enrichment for future viewers. 
Tim was also a great advocate for 
the arts, including being a founding 
member of the Fargo Moorhead 
Visual Artists organization.
Beloved professor dies
Music recital Feb. 21
A recital featuring members 
of the MSUM music department 
is set for 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 
21 on the Gaede Stage in the 
Roland Dille Center for the Arts. 
Performers are Tom Christianson, 
Andrew P. Clemenson, Kenyon 
Williams, Robin Allebach, Sue 
Nagel, Monte C. Grise, Terrie 
Manno, Jenny Dufault, Michael 
Krajewski, Jennifer Tackling, Tim 
Nelson and Elise Buffat Nelson. 
A work for piano composed by 
faculty member Jeffrey Izzo will 
also be performed. The recital is 
free and open to the public.
International tea hour
Is it getting to be that time of 
the semester where you need a 
little extra tea? Maybe a short 
break from the workload to 
chat with international students, 
faculty and staff. 
International Student Services 
(ISS) is hosting a tea hour from 
2 to 3 p.m. today and Wednesday, 
Feb. 26  at CMU 205. ISS will 
provide tea and snacks. Come and 
meet interesting students from all 
over the world. Relax and enjoy 
the company of international 
students and free refreshments.
A & E




The Venue @ The Hub




The Venue @ The Hub
6:30pm Show • All Ages
SOULFLY
w/ Incite & Lody Kong
Wednesday, Feb. 27
House Of Rock @ The Hub
7pm Doors • Ages 21+
THE PRICE IS 
RIGHT LIVE
Come On Down & Win Big!
Friday, Feb. 22
Fargo Civic Center
7:30pm Show • All Ages
AESOP ROCK
w/ Rob Sonic, DJ Big Wiz & Busdriver
Saturday, Mar. 2
The Aquarium
9pm Doors • Ages 21+
IN FLAMES
w/ Demon Hunter, All Shall Perish, & 
Battlecross
Sunday, Feb. 24
The Venue @ The Hub
6pm Doors • All Ages
THE WONDER 
YEARS w/ Fireworks & More
Monday, Mar. 18
The Aquarium




The Venue @ The Hub
6pm Doors • All Ages
Tickets for all shows are available at                      (located at 300 Broadway; open 
Monday-Friday 12-6PM), by phone (866) 300-8300 & online at:
TRACY MORGAN • Saturday, Mar. 23 • Mature Audiences • Fargo Theatre
SUM 41 • Friday, Mar. 29 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
SHINEDOWN/3 DAYS GRACE/P.O.D. • Wednesday, Mar. 30 • All Ages • FARGODOME
TWIZTID • Tuesday, Apr. 2 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
SLEEPING WITH SIRENS • Sunday, Apr. 7 • All Ages • The Aquarium • EARLY SHOW!
AWOLNATION • Wednesday, Apr. 10 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
THAT ONE GUY • Saturday, Apr. 13 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
RODNEY ATKINS • Tuesday, Apr. 16 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
MARIA BAMFORD • Friday, Apr. 19 • Mature Audiences • Fargo Theatre
ROSTER MCCABE • Saturday, Apr. 20 • Ages 21+ • House Of Rock @ The Hub
CHICAGO • Friday, Apr. 26 • All Ages • FARGODOME
THE 4ONTHEFLOOR • Saturday, Apr. 27 • Ages 21+ • House Of Rock @ The Hub
PENTATONIX • Tuesday, Apr. 30 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
TRAMPLED BY TURTLES • Friday, May 10 • All Ages • Bluestem Ampitheatre / Moorhead
OPETH • Tuesday, May 14 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
BUSDRIVER
Hercules descends onto campus
BY BRIAN ASHBURN
ashburnbr@mnstate.edu
In Greek mythology, crowds 
would gather around to see the 
spectacle of Hercules, a demigod 
who battled maniacal monsters 
and creepy creatures. Little did we 
know, Hercules is a Dragon himself.
Born in Mound, Minn., Kevin 
Sorbo attended school at MSUM—
though at the time, it was called 
Moorhead State— in 1977, where he 
studied marketing and advertising. 
He eventually left to travel the world 
to pursue modeling and commercial 
acting. His big break came when he 
was cast to play the titular character 
in “Hercules: The Legendary 
Journeys,” the television series that 
ran 1995 to 1999. The show became 
a worldwide phenomenon.
Sorbo went on to star in another 
television series “Andromeda” for 
five seasons and has since been 
featured in several series and films, 
including “Soul Surfer” with Helen 
Hunt and Dennis Quaid.
On Friday, Sorbo was the guest 
of honor at MSUM’s annual 
Founder’s Scholarship Gala, an 
event that raises money for various 
scholarships on campus. Notable 
members of the Fargo-Moorhead 
community attended as well as 
many professors and administrators 
from MSUM.
Sorbo made several appearances 
around campus. He attended a 
theater class to speak with the 
students and was taken on a tour 
of campus by a theater major and 
Dragon Ambassador. 
“It’s weird to walk around 
campus, memories keep flooding 
back,” Sorbo said. “It’s like a time 
capsule; I keep expecting to bump 
into people.”
He also held a question and 
answer session in Gaede Theater 
to talk about his “13-year overnight 
success,” and his favorite memories 
of MSUM.
“I lived in Nelson Hall, in the beer 
can,” Sorbo said. “Nemzek was my 
second home. I’m a fitness buff so I 
was always working out.”
Despite the bitter cold, Sorbo 
said that it was a great experience 
to be back at MSUM. To this day, 
he still keeps in touch with his 
fellow Dragons, annually having his 
core group of buddies visit him in 
California for golf and story telling. 
Before leaving, Sorbo had a few 
departing words for the aspiring 
thespians in the audience:
“Continue to chase your dreams. 
Always, always keep going.”
BRIAN ASHBURN • ashburnbr@mnstate.edu
Oscar predictions and preferences
Best director and best picture
Best director
When the nominations were 
announced, controversy surrounded 
the directing category, as several 
anticipated frontrunners were 
excluded, including Kathryn 
Bigelow, Tom Hooper and 
most surprisingly, Ben Affleck. 
Hollywood seemed to disagree 
with the decision, as Affleck 
has been honored at every other 
awards show this season.
Even still, Steven Spielberg’s 
successful biopic “Lincoln” will 
likely give him his third directorial 
Oscar, especially after combining 
his status in Hollywood with 
the 12 nominations “Lincoln” 
has.
I would have selected 
Ben Affleck, but since he 
was snubbed, I want David 
O. Russell to win. “Silver Linings 
Playbook” was so cleverly executed, 
made to raise awareness for mental 
health in honor of his son, and it was 
obvious there was genuine heart 
behind the film.
Best Picture
Selecting best picture is always 
the most challenging category, what 
with the Oscar’s past unpredictable 
decisions. This season, “Argo” has 
been sweeping this category, gaining 
recognition from every award show, 
as it should—“Argo” consistently 
kept viewers on the edge of their 
seats while simultaneously 
laughing at the clever banter.
The last award of the night, 
best picture often reflects the 
successes of the other categories; 
very rarely does a director win 
and not have their picture win 
as well. Because of this, my 
guess is that “Lincoln” will 
win. However, I am rooting 
for either “Argo” or “Silver 
Linings Playbook.”
Who do you think will win? 
Go to the back page of The 
Advocate and fill out the ballot to 
compete to win a gift card.
Kevin Sorbo speaks at the annual 
Founder’s Scholarship Gala.
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingje@mnstate.edu
BY JANAE BOSWELL
boswellja@mnstate.edu
Art, poetry and glittered tassels 
decorated Roberts Street in downtown 
Fargo this weekend to celebrate 
the eighth annual erotic art show in 
conjunction with Dr. Sketchy.
The erotic art show is a three-day 
show that formed eight years ago for 
visual artists in the area.
One of the headlining acts for 
the show included North Dakota’s 
only burlesque troupe Bad Weather 
Burlesque. The show included 
burlesque performances, poetry 
readings and a special drawing 
session for both artists and models. 
The Dr. Sketchy drawing session 
held on Saturday gave artists the 
opportunity to draw local models 
in erotic-inspired experience. With 
a fetish-themed inspiration, Bad 
Weather dancers were dispersed 
throughout DK Framing for local 
artists to draw. Along with bragging 
rights, artists also had the opportunity 
to win lowbrow art books. 
There was also a gallery of 
submitted art at DK Framing, which 
will stay up for the rest of the month. 
Downstairs in The New Direction, 
Bad Weather Burlesque and spoken 
word artists opened the three-day 
show on Valentine’s Day with a 
theme centered on reactions to love. 
Co-founder of The New Direction 
and MSUM alumnus Jack Stenerson 
was excited to open the doors to the 
erotic art show this year. 
 “We’ve never had anything like this 
before; it’s completely new and very 
cool,” Stenerson said. “It’s also good 
to see our name out there doing more 
things besides music, we are open to 
any events like that and doing stuff 
like this is good working with other 
organizations for the underground 
community.” 
One of the performing poets was 
MSUM professor Kevin Zepper, 
along with other artists Christine 
Hoper and Julie Larson. Zepper 
stirred the crowd after reciting two 
poems just before graphic design 
student Ande Sailer took the stage to 
perform his version of Prince’s hit 
song “Kiss.”
“There are so many wonderful 
creative people in our community,” 
Horning said. “With an event like this 
it combines visual artists, performance 
artists and literary bugs all for the sake 
of erotica.” 
Alternating between poetry and 
burlesque was new for the show 
as well as the troupe. Bad Weather 
hoped to attract anyone and everyone 
who was interested in the F-M art 
community. 
Graphic design student Theresa 
Boyle is a co-worker of Sailer’s and 
came out to show her support. 
“I really enjoyed the show,” 
Boyle said. “The poetry mixed with 
the performances kept my interest 
throughout the event along with 
exhibit right up stairs, it was a good 
theme to go along with Valentine’s 
Day.”
MSUM English professor Kevin Zepper recites poetry on Valentine’s Day at 
the erotic art show.
JANELL BOSWELL • boswellja@mnstate.edu
Erotic art show allows
artists to bare all
View exclusive content online at msumadvocate.com
Red Raven fuses art and music
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No coupon required, just valid College Student ID.
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Add Wings Big Dinner Box
Add 8 Bone-Out Wings
to any Pizza Purchase
$1 more for Bone-In Wings.   
2 Medium 1-Topping Pizzas +
5 Breadsticks + 
Your Choice of 1 Side
Sides Include: 1 Pan of Pasta, 1 Order of 8 Wings,
OR 4 Stuffed Pizza Rollers. 
One coupon per order. Not valid with other offers, promotional pizzas or with Personal 
Pan Pizza® purchase. Wing types and flavors vary by location. Participation, delivery areas 
and charges may vary. Cash value 1/20¢. 
©2013 Pizza Hut, Inc.   MINNSTATE/6x7
One coupon per order. Not valid with other offers or promotional pizzas. Additional charge 
for extra cheese and duplicate toppings. Wing types and flavors vary by location. Delivery areas 
and charges may vary. Cash value 1/20¢. 
©2013 Pizza Hut, Inc.   MINNSTATE/6x7
MINNSTATE_6x7.indd   1 1/22/13   11:47 AM
To provide 
hope for people 
in need.
You only need one reason 
to donate plasma.
My one reason?
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must provide a valid 
photo I.D., proof of your current address and your Social Security or 
immigration card to donate. Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.
Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a difference for patients and 
help you earn extra money. As a new donor, you can earn up to $85 this week.
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
(218) 287-2700
couch surfers. The bus stop is only a 
15 minute walk away. 
Though she has never couch 
surfed, Gillespie has hosted more 
than 40 surfers. She has housed 
everyone from French tourists to a 
band that was passing through. 
She keeps in touch with every 
surfer she’s ever had. The Jasperson 
sisters have received numerous 
cards and postcards from Gillespie 
and communicate via Facebook 
whenever they can.
On the eve of their departure from 
Seattle, the Jaspersons didn’t get a 
chance to see Gillespie. Finding her 
waiting in the kitchen at 5 a.m. the 
day of their flight was a delightful 
surprise. 
“She was waiting to say goodbye 
to us. She was actually filling out 
postcards while she was waiting for 
us to leave,” Jessica said. 
Jessica said she would definitely 
couch surf again, preferably in 
another country. She has had some 
requests from surfers to stay on 
her couch, but her already cramped 
living situation doesn’t allow it. The 
requests she has received include a 
Canadian who was biking across the 
United States and an international 
student applying for grad school at 
MSUM. 
Jessica would like to host surfers 
in the future. Hosting surfers can 
help boost a couch surfing profile 
and increase credibility. An honest 
request message to potential hosts 
will increase chances of being 
accepted.
“Be sure to tell them you’re not 
just interested in staying at their 
home because you want to use it, but 
you’re interested in staying at their 
home to meet them and actually 
learn about their life,” Jessica said. 
The Jaspersons learned about 
Seattle through Gillespie’s stories. 
Though she didn’t have time to 
show the Jaspersons around, the 
cafe she recommended became the 
sisters go-to breakfast joint. 
Visiting Pike’s Place Market was 
Jessica’s favorite part of the trip. 
The market is known for its fresh 
produce, hand-made goods and 
street musicians. 
“It was exactly what I expected 
of Seattle but it was even better to 
experience it first hand,” Jessica 
said. 
Her five lattes a day regimen 
should satisfy Jessica’s coffee 
craving for now. 
“My blood was probably caffeine 
by the time I left. The coffee was so 
good,” Jessica said.
Robert McDermott
Robert McDermott has illegally 
climbed the pyramids, braved an 
election riot in Cairo and drank 
home-made liqueur with locals in 
Crete, all because of couch surfing. 
He has visited more than 30 
countries and three continents. He 
started couch surfing in 2010 while 
living in Paris.  
McDermott estimated that he 
has saved more than $2,000 by 
using couch surfing. He utilized the 
website as often as possible. 
“Financially, there’s no way I 
could have traveled as much as I 
have without couch surfing,” said 
McDermott, a film studies senior. 
McDermott used couch surfing 
the most while he was visiting 
Greece and Egypt this past summer. 
Cairo, a city where almost no one 
speaks English, and signs and 
directions are few and far between 
can be a tourists nightmare. 
“There’s no signs. There’s no 
lanes in the streets. There’s no 
crosswalks. Nothing. You feel like a 
fish out of water,” McDermott said. 
McDermott’s host spent whole 
days with him, showing him all 
the nooks and crannies of the city. 
Without his host, McDermott would 
have been limited 
to typical tourist 
destinations.
Crete is one of 
McDermott’s favorite 
destinations. There, 
his couch surfing host 
showed him a different 
side of Crete night life. 
“We went way off 
the beaten path. There 
was this little tiny bar, 
packed wall to wall 
with locals. They all 
had instruments out,” 
McDermott said.
At the bar, 
McDermott tried Raki, 
a liquor made only 
in Crete. McDermott 
spent the night chatting 
with locals, singing     
songs and feasting on pork chops.
“It was this amazing emersion. 
No tourist would ever find that 
spot,” McDermott said. 
McDermott hosts as well as 
couch surfs. He has had about a 
dozen surfers on his own couch. 
He said he wants to show them the 
same hospitality he has received. 
“Couch surfing is all about paying 
it forward. The second I got back 
here I made sure to host as many 
people as possible,” McDermott 
said. 
When a couch surfer stops in 
the McDermott residence, they are 
shown a good time. McDermott 
usually takes the surfer downtown 
to enjoy Fargo’s nightlife. 
“Usually people are pleasantly 
surprised by Fargo, they don’t 
expect much when they come here,” 
McDermott said. 
Couch surfing has even led to 
collaborations and networking 
experiences for McDermott. He is 
going to New Mexico this summer 
to work on a film with a surfer who 
stayed with him this summer.
“He actually works in my major. 
He works for a film production 
company,” McDermott said. “You 
never know who you’re gonna 
meet.”
McDermott said he wants to stress 
that couch surfing is not dangerous. 
The system of references is meant to 
keep surfers and hosts safe. 
“For as many times as I have 
surfed, I have never felt unsafe,” 
McDermott said. 
He said he plans to couch surf 
and host for as long as he lives. 
“It’s this movement. It’s giving 
back and showing hospitality. Once 
you are a part of it, you don’t stop,” 
McDermott said. 
Chu-Yen Pai
As an exchange student, Chu-Yen 
Pai wanted to see America. Though 
he enjoys living in Moorhead, it 
only whet his appetite. When fall 
breather came around he decided 
to couch surf his way to Chicago.
“I wanted to see colorful 
America. That was the purpose 
of coming here,” said Pai, an 
accounting junior. His flight to 
Chicago left from Minneapolis, so 
Pai decided to explore Minnesota’s 
capitol for a few days before his 
departure. 
Pai found Ryan Mulso just one 
week before he left Moorhead. Pai 
stayed with Mulso for two days. 
The first night Mulso took Pai out 
with his friends to a Zombie Pub 
Crawl.
“We don’t have those kinds of 
things. It’s one of my best memories 
during my stay in America,” Pai 
said. 
Pai said he was impressed with 
Mulso’s hospitality. He left Pai a 
house key so he could come and go 
as he pleased. 
“It’s not easy for ordinary people 
to give a key to a stranger,” Pai 
said. 
Pai and his Chicago host, Eric 
Becker, exchanged stories about 
their cultures. Pai was grateful for 
the knowledge Becker had about 
Taiwan. Becker even asked his 
opinion on some of Taiwan’s 
current political issues.
“He knew something about my 
country. I was pretty happy about 
that,” Pai said. “I’ve ran into some 
American people who didn’t know 
about Taiwan. They confused it 
with Thailand. They thought it was 
where people ride elephants and 
where American rice comes from,” 
Pai said.
Pai keeps in touch with both his 
hosts. On his first Thanksgiving, 
he sent them each a text telling 
them how thankful he is that he 
met them.
For the Chinese New Year, he 
sent each of them a charm. It is 
meant to bring blessings throughout 
the whole year. 
Pai has used the couch surfing 
website for more than just a place 
to stay. On a trip to Hungary during 
winter vacation, he found a local 
that acted as an online travel agent. 
“He was not able to meet me 
in person, but he helped me get 
a cheap hostel where his brother 
worked,” Pai said. 
The online host also helped Pai 
schedule his trip. He recommended 
locations and tourist spots for 
Pai, all without meeting him and 
without payment. 
Pai plans to host others when he 
returns to Taiwan. He said he will 
show them the same hospitality.
“You gain something by giving 
to others. It is a mutual interaction,” 
Pai said.
Pai always travels alone. He said 
he doesn’t want to rely on others to 
help him.
“I may have some difficulty 
traveling alone, but it improves my 
skills. I have been able to grow so 
much,” Pai said.
Being a world traveler, Pai said 
he hopes he can continue to grow 
and learn more about the world. 
“We need to know more 
about other cultures. Not by the 
Discovery Channel, not by a travel 
guide, and not by a textbook. We 
need real experiences,” Pai said. 
Photo courtesy of Robert McDermott
Robert McDermott rides a camel to a pyramid he climbed illegally.
TRAVEL, FROM FRONT
Features
The Advocate | Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013 | Page 5
Take a class (or two) before 
starting your summer job/
internship.
 ▸ More than 200 online classes
 ▸ Evening & daytime options
 ▸ Many LASC and writing-intensive courses 
 ▸ 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8-week sessions
 ▸ Classes fill quickly
SUMMERSESSION
Get one step closer to graduation…
Contact the Financial Aid Office for summer 
financial aid details.
Affordable summer housing is available.
Meet with your advisor to plan your summer. 
Registration opens March 4. 
Register early!
mnstate.edu/summer
Take a class (or two) before 
returning full-time this fall!OR
‘Nerd fest’ unites gamers, 
fantasy lovers, anime fans
BY SARAH TYRE 
tyresa@mnstate.edu
Most of us will remember 
Feb. 10 as one of the worst 
winter storms of 2013. Many 
Nepali students think of it as 
the day Nepal native Prabal 
Gurung’s Target line hit store 
shelves. 
The high-end fashion 
designer has been worn by 
many celebrities including 
Kate Middleton and Michelle 
Obama. Prabal’s Target line is 
meant to be affordable for the 
average person.
Many female members 
of MSUM’s large Nepali 
population have been patiently 
waiting for the arrival of 
Prabal’s line, Love. 
“I had been waiting for his 
line to come out for a long time. 
Because of the storm, I had to 
wait until Tuesday,” said Dipa 
Gurung, mass communications 
senior. 
Dipa considers herself fashion 
forward and she has always 
been a big fan. Both Dipa and 
Prabal were born in Singapore. 
They also share the same name 
and their families have a similar 
heritage. 
“A lot of Gurung men are 
soldiers. We have similar 
backrounds and have lived in 
the same places,” Dipa said. 
Dipa’s cousin Arati Gurung 
is also a Prabal super fan. Like 
her cousin, she feels connected 
to the Nepali designer. 
“I’m not really into the 
fashion business. I like Prabal 
because he has become such a 
successful person. In Nepal, it is 
unheard of to go into something 
like this. We are expected to 
do something more practical,” 
said Arati, a 2011 MSUM 
community health graduate. 
Prabal gathered his inspiration 
for Love from the different 
stages of being in love. It covers 
everything from meeting the 
parents to the breakup. It is 
full of vibrant colors and floral 
patterns. The bright colors 
are also a reflection of Nepali 
fashion.
“Nepali fashion is full of 
bright colors. Even our weddings 
are bright,” Arati said. 
Not only is he a world 
renowned designer, but he is a 
charitable one as well. 
“He is a really good human 
being. He gives back a lot to 
Nepal. He really helps the 
country,” Arati said. 
Despite the picked over 
selection, both Dipa and Arati 
were able to purchase a few 
items including shirt dresses 
and floral shoes. 
“It’s nice to finally be able to 
afford something he designed,” 
Dipa said. 
She said she thinks that 
part of the reason she feels so 
strongly about Prabal is because 
he gives back to fans. He is very 
active in social media and often 
replies.
“I’m obsessed with his 
Instagram. He always posts 
pictures with his friends 
and family. You don’t see 
the personal side of other 
designers,” Dipa said. 
For Dipa, wearing something 
of Prabal’s comes with a 
sense of pride. She said she 
is proud of the risk he has 
taken by going into fashion. 
“When I wear his clothes I 
will feel proud. I really look up 
to him. I like wearing something 
I like and being supportive 
at the same time,” Dipa said. 
New Target line thrives 
in snow storm
Submitted photo
Dipa Gurung purchased a 
multicolored shirt dress from the 
Fargo Target.
JESSICA FLEMING •flemingjes@mnstate.edu
Students and community members gather for the annual MOARCON Convention hosted by the MSUM anime club 
Saturday in the CMU. Attendees participated in a variety of events including a silent auction, video games and cosplay.
View the full photo gallery online at msumadvocate.com.
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Advocate Editorial Board
The opinions expressed in The 
Advocate are not necessarily those 
of the college administration, 
faculty or student body. The 
Advocate encourages letters to the 
editor and any submissions. They 
should be typed and must include 
the writer’s name, signature, 
address, phone number, year in 
school or occupation and any 
affliations. Letters are due by 5 
p.m. Friday and can be sent to 
MSUM Box 130, dropped off in 
The Advocate office or emailed to 
advocate@mnstate.edu.
In the MnSCU systems, students are 
forced to pay 56 percent of their tuition, 
which has caused student debt to rise 
by an average of $10,000 per person 
over the last decade. People struggle 
to support themselves through and 
after school, and are choked with loan 
payments, preventing them from being 
productive members of society. 
Recently, MSUM students traveled to 
the capitol to rally for  higher education 
funding. We, at The Advocate, 
commend these students for actively 
trying to lower tuition rates in order to 
free students from the burden of high 
interest federal loans and increasing 
cost of living. 
To provide students with necessary 
opportunities for success, the 
government needs to ensure affordable 
education for everyone.  But it is our job 
as students to remind the government 
of our struggles in an appropriate 
manner, by demonstrating peacefully, 
sending well-thought-out letters to our 
respective legislators or taking an active 
role in local government. Posting angry 
Facebook statuses or Tweets will not 
effectively communicate our message 
to our leaders. 
There is a scene in “Shakespeare in Love” where 
Queen Elizabeth begins to take a step out of her carriage, 
but stops upon seeing a puddle of mud in front of her. 
Her doorman at first looks puzzled, then coming to his 
senses, throws down his cloak upon the ground, covering 
up the mud and providing a dry walkway. The act of 
the doorman is not done in a condescending or self-
congratulatory way, but it is an act of supreme respect 
for the Queen. 
Sadly, the events known to the world as the “sexual 
revolution” have made acts of this type difficult. Where 
there once was a tiered system of courting, romance, 
engagement and finally marital love, we now have a 
disjointed and limping beast with no sense of structure 
or etiquette. In a world where one-night stands are more 
common than successful marriages, it becomes common 
to think that every act of a man in relation to a woman 
must in some way be a statement of purely sexual interest. 
 This occurs even when nothing could be further 
from the truth. I hold the door for my sister because she 
deserves to enter a building in one swift motion. I hold 
the door for a female friend for the same reason. The 
downside of a portion of society changing its sexual 
practices is that everyone is affected. There has never 
been a purely private sexual act in all of human history. 
Acts of chivalry, particularly those done for the sake 
of a stranger do not come with crystalline explanations 
of intention. If there exists a portion of the population 
that would use the holding open of a door as a first step 
toward sexual intercourse, then every person who holds 
a door will be held guilty of this practice until proven 
innocent. For we always assume the worst. 
An unerring 
mark of our 
s o c i e t i e s ’ 
discussion about 
the relations 
between the sexes 
has been a demand 
by a vocal segment of the population to demand that sex 
be discussed candidly with children. 
Simple biology, the fact that sexual intercourse leads to 
children. Beyond that, any sexual education has to answer 
the question, what is the purpose of sex? This comes only 
after we have explained these things called humans. 
Critics of abstinence-only education see the teacher from 
Mean Girls standing up in front of a classroom spouting 
off about chlamydia and death. This is not the best way 
to instill sexual virtues.
Abstinence-only education is not working in public 
schools, but my doubts lie not with abstinence, but with 
the education. To have students constantly paranoid 
about falling into the two horrible pits of pregnancy or 
infection, is to deny them a goal to strive for. 
When abstinence is powered by a decent helping of 
philosophy, a person can be strengthened by empirical 
evidence and practice abstinence until marriage. Then 
frosted with the truly joyful (if slightly mischievous) 
grins of the old married couple whose sex life has not 
faded over the years. We, then, have a position strong 
enough to build a system of education more. We have a 
means of countering the rising tides of mistrust between 
men and women. 
Sadly, most of us will have to take those abstinent few at 
their word about the fulfillment of their lives. More than a 
few friends of mine actually waited until marriage, giving 
themselves both the joy 
of courtship and dating, 
while retaining the 
burning passion which 
is so often chilled by the 
drunken mumblings of 
a high school boy. They 
tell me that their lives as sexual beings were fulfilled both 
before and after marriage. They looked up for a standard 
of success rather than down for a standard of failure. 
The men of this group had the wisdom to question the 
prevailing attitudes of our day. Many walk around with 
the attitude that we are entitled to see as many women as 
possible naked. They had the good sense to realize that 
they didn’t have a right to see any woman naked. But by 
some grace they found someone who is at once a friend, 
a lover, but never a conquest. These men only looked up 
at the true standard of sexuality. Now, let the rest of us 
do the same.
One cold night in late February, strong gusts of wind 
and heavy snowfall blew against my windshield. I decided 
to turn on the radio and to make my long day even worse, 
my car’s screen displayed Nickelback’s “Lullaby.” But 
something was strikingly different in the beginning chords 
of the song as my body came to a standstill. 
He never escapes my mind, whether I am studying, 
eating or sleeping. Several months 
ago my best friend Omar left this 
world. Childhood friends for more 
than 14 years, I still remember 
the excitement we both had when 
my family traveled to Syria every summer after schools 
in the United States closed their doors. I have not been 
home to see Omar or any of my extended family for 
more than three years, which brings sadness to my heart. 
Conditions in my home country worsen by the day, as 
what started as a peaceful revolution became a brutal war 
of a ruthless dictator and his barbaric regime against his 
own people. Omar and I were alike in so many ways, but I 
always envied him for his reckless bravery. His decision to 
become an activist for the revolution did not surprise me.
Every weekend, I tried my best to Skype with him 
to check on his safety. The last time I contacted him, 
telephone lines and internet were cut by the government, 
but somehow he always found a sneaky alternative. He 
told me of all the pictures and videos he took of the 
protests that were happening in our neighborhood. He had 
not seen his mom for three months since he was forced to 
relocate to a different home each night, running away from 
the hated government security thugs. He spoke little of 
himself and would always ask how my courses at college 
were going. Omar always encouraged me to do my best 
and wanted to see me come back home as a doctor to treat 
the fatal injuries he saw: sniper wounds, tank and mortar 
bomb shrapnel, land mines were just a few among many. 
The last time I Skyped with Omar, I was halfway 
through finishing my sentence when the screen went 
pitch black, and I could not hear his voice anymore. Deep 
down, my instincts told me something terrible must have 
happened. After five minutes of staring hopelessly at my 
screen, I shut it down and prayed, prayed and prayed. 
Nightmares of vague faces of strangers gasping for help 
clouded my mind. 
Next morning, I woke up to my daily routine of eating 
cereal and watching the news in Syria. As sad as it was, 
nothing seemed out of the ordinary as the news anchor 
relayed the stories: 200 plus people dead in different cities, 
armed conflicts in civilian neighborhoods and a massacre 
by the government here and there. I almost turned off the 
television but a change in the anchorman’s tone got my 
attention. 
A massive raid by the government security forces 
took place in the Al-Mahatta neighborhood in Homs, the 
central city in Syria where 
I grew up  where, and all 
of my maternal side of the 
family resides. Security 
forces infamously known as 
Shabiha, or “ghosts” in Arabic, received intelligence reports 
on the location of several activists. His apartment, along 
with many others, was shelled by 10 RPGs in a systematic 
manner. Names of the deceased were announced, and 
Omar’s name was mentioned last along with a picture of 
him filming a protest. I was in complete shock.
Questions started racing in my mind. Was it my fault? 
Why did they want Omar out of all others? Why is the 
world doing nothing about it as all the politicians in the 
world sit back and watch the suffering of the people in 
Syria? Does anyone care anymore, or is Omar just another 
number? What if destiny had placed me in Syria instead 
of going to college in Minnesota on the other side of the 
world? 
Tears from my blood-shot eyes fell swiftly again as 
“Lullaby” played. Every time I hear that song, I imagine 
speaking to Omar casually and pretending everything is 
fine. Seven months later, I still think of Omar every day 
and ask myself, “What if?”




“He never escapes my mind, whether I am 
studying, eating, or sleeping.”
“Where there once was a tiered system of 
courting, romance, engagement and finally marital 
love, we now have a disjointed and limping beast 
with no sense of structure or etiquette. “
 Students rally for higher 
education 
 The loss of war, unanswered questions
Abstinence leads to better relationships 
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu
The MSUM women’s tennis 
team is off to a strong start 
in the young 2013 spring 
season. The team has already 
played conference matches 
and is looking to improve 
play throughout the rest of the 
season.
Overall the Dragons are 1-3 
with a 1-2 record in conference 
play. The team lost to Upper 
Iowa 3-6, defeated Minnesota-
Duluth 6-3 and fell to St. Cloud 
State 1-8. 
“So far so good,” head coach 
Oliver Summers said. “We’ve 
improved a lot since the fall 
season.”
The team is very young with 
two new coaches which has 
required everyone to come 
together to give the best effort 
each time they step out on the 
court.
This year’s team is comprised 
of four freshmen, two 
sophomores and two juniors. 
The team has come together 
in both singles and doubles 
matches. With each match 
bringing a different element, 
the team is working hard to 
overcome any obstacles that 
may come up throughout the 
season.  
“I’m excited that the team is 
a young team. With the amount 
of improvement I’ve seen 
already, I’m excited for the 
season,” Summers said.
One of two juniors, Kaitlin 
McNary, was recently named 
team captain.
“She’s a strong leader who 
has an eye for detail and great 
team spirit,” Summers said of 
McNary’s leadership for the 
team and her commitment to 
the program.
Summer said the team’s 
strength is in singles play but 
is coming together in doubles 
play.
“After a little experimentation 
with our doubles line up, we’ve 
now got four solid doubles 
teams who really gel together 
well,” Summers said.
With tough teams in the 
conference, Summers stressed 
it is important to give 100 
percent in each match and 
for each player to play at 
her highest level during the 
matches.
Summers said the team is 
healthy and strong right now 
with no major injuries to any of 
the eight members.
“We have no major injuries 
worries, a few knocks here and 
there but that’s what you get for 
playing hard,” Summers said.
Junior Kaitlin McNary said, 
“We have all come together 
really well … I don’t think we 
could have a better group of 
girls … we all get along really 
well and we have a lot of fun 
together.”
“Win together, lose together, 
play together, stay together,” 
is what McNary said is the 
best way to describe this year’s 
team.
With a young team, one of 
the goals the team has set for 
themselves is a top six finish 
and playing in the conference 
tournament at the end of the 
season.
Summers said these goals are 
achievable for the team but 
to do that they will need to 
keep encouraging each other 
in all the matches and to stay 
positive even if the outcome 
isn’t the way they wanted to 
happen.
McNary credits Summers’ 
coaching and commitment to 
each player for helping the team 
achieve its goals by taking the 
time to work with each player 
to improve.
The teams next matches 
are against Northern State 
University, University of Mary
and Bemidji State University. 
All the matches will take place 
in Bismarck, N.D., and the first 
home match for the Dragons is 
on March 23 against Southwest 
Minnesota State University.
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Young Dragons tennis team volleys into spring season
Dragons face setbacks over weekend
Dragons fall in regular 
season dual finale
MARSHALL, Minn. – The 
MSUM wrestling team battled 
back from an early 13-0 deficit to 
climb within one but came up short 
against Southwest Minnesota State 
University on Saturday, dropping a 
20-15 Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference dual in Marshall, Minn.
MSUM fell to 8-8 overall and 3-5 
in the NSIC with the loss, while 
SMSU improved to 13-6 overall 
and 3-5 in the league.
The match started at 165 pounds, 
and SMSU won the first four 
matches, including one by major 
decision, to take a 13-0 lead.
Fugleberg stopped the streak 
with a win by decision at 285, 
topping Jon Gorter 5-0, to bring 
MSUM within 13-3.
Freshman Mitch Dunlap 
won by fall for MSUM, while 
sophomore Philippe Walker beat 
the No. 8 wrestler in the nation, 
Justin Reinsma, at 133 pounds. 
Sophomore Gerad Fugleberg 
improved to 17-13 with a win at 
285, while senior Jacob Bennett 
claimed a win at 157 for the 
Dragons.
MSUM competes at the NCAA 
Super Regional 3 meet in Waterloo, 
Iowa, on Feb. 24.
Sports news from Dragon Athletics
165-Jacob Begin (SMSU) dec. Kerron Williams (MSUM), 7-1
174-Kyle Begin (SMSU) maj. dec. Jesse Puncochar (MSUM), 12-1
184-Travis Peralta (SMSU) dec. Lucas Moderow (MSUM), 12-5
197-Micah Larson (SMSU) dec. Matt Lewellen (MSUM), 9-4
285-Gerad Fugleberg (MSUM) dec. Jon Gorter (SMSU), 5-0
125-Mitch Dunlap (MSUM) pinned Ed Reno (SMSU), 7:38
133-Philippe Walker (MSUM) dec. Justin Reinsma (SMSU), 6-4
141-Devin Terry (SMSU) dec. Angel Vega (MSUM), 6-5
149-Beau Buysse (SMSU) maj. dec. Connor MacGregor (MSUM), 11-2
157-Jacob Bennett (MSUM) dec. Codie Lane (SMSU), 8-7
Advocate File Photo / Garrett Matteson
Records set at Last 
Chance Invitational
MSUM’s women’s swimming 
and diving team swam several 
lifetime bests during the Last 
Chance Invitational hosted by 
the Dragons Saturday at the 
Alex Nemzek Pool.
MSUM, St. Cloud State, 
Minnesota State, Mankato 
and North Dakota State had 
swimmers compete at the meet. 
In the 200 free, MSUM 
sophomore Susie Kitzman 
swam a lifetime best 2:02.24, 
winning the event. In the 100 
backstroke,  Annie Bordak 
set a pool record of 58.69 in 
winning the event; she was 
just .34 seconds away from the 
school record. The previous 
pool record was 59.64.
Sophomore Megan Sanford 
won the 500 freestyle 
(5:25.15), while Kaitlyn 
McKinney broke the magical 
minute barrier for the first 
time in the 100 butterfly 
with a perfect 59.99. SCSU’s 
Crandall set the pool record at 
57.03.
In 1-meter diving, freshman 
Emily Pascavis had her fourth 
lifetime best score in a row 
but came up short of the 390 
points needed for nationals 
with a 382.45.
MSUM’s junior diving 
tandem of Kelsey Jandro and 
Shayna Dugger will compete 
at the pre-qualifying round of 
nationals in early March.
Dragons fall twice; Novak 
grabs 1,000th rebound
MSUM’s men’s basketball 
team took an 11-point lead into 
halftime, but St. Cloud State 
rallied in the second half to earn 
a 75-67 win over the Dragons in 
NSIC action Friday night in St. 
Cloud, Minn. Senior Anthony 
Tucker paced the Dragons with 
a game-high 22 points.
On Saturday night senior 
Alex Novak surpassed 1,000 
rebounds for his career, but 
a rally by the MSUM men’s 
basketball team fell short 
against Minnesota-Duluth.
MSUM fell to 16-10 overall 
and 10-10 in the NSIC with the 
loss.
MSUM shot 44.4 percent (24-
of-54) for the game, compared 
to 50.9 percent (29-of-57) for 
UMD.
The Dragons got as close as 
seven in the final minutes but 
ultimately ran out of time as the 
Bulldogs went on to take the 
eight-point win.
The Dragons return home 
for the final NSIC regular-
season weekend when they host 
University of Mary on Friday, 
Feb. 22.
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Minnesota State University Moorhead is an equal opportunity educator and employer 
and is a member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system.
Tell us: 
▸ What you do on campus
▸ What you like and don’t like about MSUM
▸ About your relationships with faculty, staff and 
other students
▸ What you have gained from attending MSUM
If you receive an email from the National Survey of 
Student Engagement (NSSE) speak your mind and 
participate in the online survey to not only improve 
curriculum and campus life but also for a chance to win 
an iPad mini, MSUM padfolio, sweatshirt or book rental. 
It only takes 15 minutes!
NSSE gives students a safe, confidential opportunity to tell MSUM what they really 
think about their educational experience.
The odds of winning are based on the number of participants.
web.mnstate.edu/assess
2013 Advocate Oscar Ballot
	 Name
	 Email	Address	 	
Please circle your choice in every category
same time the state’s constitution 
still says that they (the state) are 
supposed to be paying for two-
thirds of our education, and right 
now we are paying two-thirds.” 
In Minnesota, students used 
to pay 33 percent of tuition, but 
now pay 56 percent, causing the 
student loan debt per student to 
increase by $10,000 per student. 
At MSUM, student 
tuition rates have 
steadily increased 
over the last five 
years as well, 
increasing at an average of over 
5 percent per year.
Gov. Mark Dayton, 
Terri Bonoff, senate higher 
education chairwoman and 
Gene Pelowski, house higher 
education chairman, along with 
other committee members, 
came out of the capitol to speak 
to the 150 students that were 
rallying throughout the day. 
MSUM students also had the 
opportunity for face time with 
local representatives Ben Lien, 
DFL-Moorhead, and Kent Eken, 
DFL-Twin Valley, during and 
after the rally to voice their 
concerns about higher education 
funding. 
“Our legislators here, Ben 
Lien and Kent Eken, are both 
very pro-higher-education, 
so lobbying them is going to 
be fairly easy,” said Russell 
Ferguson, Student Senate 
president. “It’s making sure that 
they really champion the new 
proposal for more funding for 
higher education. That’s going 
to be our big mission, so they 
push it to the other senators 
and other legislators at the state 
capitol.”
All students at MSUM, and at 
any four-year university in the 
MnSCU system, are members of 
MSUSA because it is a statewide 
student association, so Bernier 
said she would like to see more 
student involvement.
“In the future I hope that we 
can get more students to be 
involved because it is 
so important for our 
legislators to realize that 
we are paying attention 
and that we do care,” 
Bernier said. “As students, a lot 
of people don’t think that our 
voice matters, and we need to 
show them that it does and that 
we do have the power to make a 
difference.”
The governor’s revised 
budget recommendations will be 
released in March with the end 
of session estimates coming out 
in May or June.
RALLY, FROM FRONT
$1,887; so far, they’ve raised 
$300.
“We’re going through a lot of 
M&Ms, which even if half of 
the M&M tubes come back with 
change in them, that’s good,” 
said Olivia Bain, an art education 
junior.
The money raised will be 
added to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America’s larger 
malaria project. The goal is to 
raise $15 million by 2015 to help 
fund vaccines and mosquito nets 
for beds. In 2012, they raised $4 
million, which is now impacting 
communities in 11 countries.
“Churches all across the 
country are (collecting donations) 
right now,” Minderman said. 
“They’ve been doing it for almost 
a year now. We just brought it to 
MSUM.”
Bain added, “We are just trying 
to do our part and raise as much 
money as we can. Just $6 can save 
a life.”
Bain said helping raise money 
and awareness of malaria not only 
helps others but also makes her 
feel good about herself.
“When I heard this project, it 
kind of struck my heart a little 
bit,” he said. “We have a lot of 
students from Africa, and it’d be 
nice to show them that we actually 
do care.”
Some students from Africa 
Club, as well as Tae Kwon Do 
club and Kappa Sigma, have also 
given their time to help with the 
campaign.
Lutheran Campus Ministries 
plans to hold an event to raise 
more money at the end of the 
month. 
For more information about 
how to donate to the cause, contact 
Olivia Bain at bainol@mnstate 
or visit their table in the CMU 
Mondays and Thursdays through 
the end of February.
MALARIA, FROM FRONT
“... it is so important for our legislators to 
realize that we are paying attention and that 











ACTOR IN A LEADING ROLE (8)
Bradley Cooper, Silver Linings Playbook
Daniel Day-Lewis, Lincoln
Hugh Jackman, Les Misérables
Joaquin Phoenix, The Master
Denzel Washington, Flight
ACTRESS IN A LEADING ROLE (8)
Jessica Chastain, Zero Dark Thirty
Jennifer Lawrence, Silver Linings Playbook
Emmanuelle Riva, Amour
Quvenzhané Wallis, Beasts of the Southern Wild
Naomi Watts, The Impossible
ACTOR IN A SUPPORTING ROLE (6)
Alan Arkin, Argo
Robert De Niro, Silver Linings Playbook
Philip Seymour Hoffman, The Master
Tommy Lee Jones, Lincoln
Christoph Waltz, Django Unchained
ACTRESS IN A SUPPORTING ROLE (6)
Amy Adams, The Master
Sally Field, Lincoln
Anne Hathaway, Les Misérables
Helen Hunt, The Sessions
Jacki Weaver, Silver Linings Playbook
DIRECTING (5)
Michael Haneke, Amour
Benh Zeitlin, Beasts of the Southern Wild
Ang Lee, Life of Pi
Steven Spielberg, Lincoln





The Pirates! Band of Misfits
Wreck-It Ralph
MUSIC, ORIGINAL SONG (4)
“Before My Time” J. Ralph, Chasing Ice
“Everybody Needs a Best Friend” Walter                  
           Murphy; Seth MacFarlane, Ted
“Pi’s Lullaby” Mychael Danna; Bombay       
         Jayashri, Life of Pi
“Skyfall” Adele Adkins; Paul Epworth,
     Skyfall
“Suddenly” Claude-Michel Schönberg;
     Herbert Kretzmer; Alain Boublil, 
     Les Misérables
ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY (4)
Michael Haneke, Amour
Quentin Tarantino, Django Unchained
John Gatins, Flight
Wes Anderson and Roman Coppola, 
Moonrise Kingdom




How to Survive a Plague
The Invisible War
Searching for Sugar Man
Cut out your ballot and slip it under The Advocate office door, CMU 110 
by 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 22 for your chance to win a gift card.
